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B’s Garden:  
a farewell to Bev
Story: shane doherty maildm

Shane is a former AILDM National Council member. She wrote this with the assistance of Christine Buchan-Ford and Jenny 

Wade who took the photos of Bev’s Garden in Melbourne.
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After a hectic spring, welcome to the 

Summer Issue of LO. Holiday time is 

not too far off for some, hopefully well-

earned after a very busy spring season.

It’s been busy times with clients out of 

hibernation and plenty of industry events. 

In early September we had the Australian Landscape Conference 

in Melbourne. The witty and insightful Tim Richardson talked about 

conceptual landscapes and the often differing opinions on the future 

of urbanism and sustainability. Fumiaki Takano charmed all with his 

intelligent humour which he must have used to convince a client to 

build a forest of gardens rather than a ski resort on his mountain 

acreage. The photo of himself on his showjumper was a treat. 

Fergus Garrett inspired all the plant lovers (and maybe some others 

too) with his sumptuous descriptions of the planting schemes used 

at Great Dixter. Cristina Le Mehauté and her translator colleague 

were like a veritable comedy duo - lots of laughs and some 

amazing landscapes too. Andrea Cochran brought her Californian 

cool elegance to the party, and the two Australian speakers were 

complete opposites. Stephen Ryan, with his animated enthusiasm 

for anything plant related, and Craig Burton with his understated 

laconic style – but one thing in common they would both have 

talked passionately all day about things close to their heart. What a 

diverse range of speakers and thought provoking conversations.

This year, AILDM was very pleased to be a Conference sponsor 

promoting AILDM and its members across associated industries 

and to the public, raising general awareness. AILDM’s involvement 

with the Conference was much a credit to Beverley Read’s 

dedication and energy. In this issue we pay tribute to Bev who 

recently passed away. Bev was a long-serving and hard-working 

member of AILDM and the National Council. For many years she 

worked tirelessly in Victoria to raise AILDM’s profile. She really did 

make an enormous contribution to our Institute. 

Also in this issue Julie Parker takes us ‘on tour’ with the pre-

Conference garden tour around Melbourne and Mt Macedon. Jill 

Matthews enlightens us on the Return of the Wildflower Meadow, 

Peter Freeman of Nationwide Insurance Brokers explains about 

liability issues and yours truly shares some adventures in a unique 

place in India called the ‘Valley of Flowers’. Plus some of the usuals 

– Plant Profiles, Book Review, AILDM News, In Brief and news from 

Sponsors.

As the year-end quickly approaches, a big thank you goes out to 

all the 2011 LO contributors. I particularly thank Catherine Stewart 

for her continued involvement and efforts, Julie Parker for her stellar 

work in organising the sponsor pages, and all the Plant Profilers 

(Margery, Claudia, Linda and Marion – and Helen who made a guest 

appearance). 

Louise McDaid MAILDM 

editor@landscapeoutlook.com.au
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AILDM WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS

Beverley Read, director on AILDM’s Council and founding member 

of the Victorian chapter of AILDM, died recently. Adrian Swain, 

President of AILDM, had the following to say about her:

...”Bev was a long-serving, hard-working and very dedicated 

member of AILDM and the National Council. For some years she 

worked tirelessly in Victoria to raise the profile of AILDM. She was 

able to enlist support from a handful of members and together they 

made AILDM far more prominent and noticeable and as a result 

attracted many more Victorian members.

She was very motivated and was not afraid to speak her mind 

when she felt it necessary and even through her long illness she 

continued to push AILDM into the forefront.

Her selflessness, decisive attitude and commitment to AILDM 

became the driving force in involving AILDM in many activities in 

Melbourne. She played a major role organising seminars, AILDM 

Above. The beginning of a new garden - early days of set out and 
laying the paving in Bev’s back garden at Williamstown.
below. Years later, the paving and central fountain provide the 
bones of the garden layout. The diverse planting scheme softens it 
and the overall effect looks enchanting.


